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DEPARTMENT OF MINES, INDUSTRY REGULATION AND SAFETY — 
2019 RESOURCES SECTOR AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.15 pm]: The Department of 
Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety held its resources sector Awards for Excellence on 22 August 2019 at the 
Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre. Attended by more than 140 people from the resources industry, community 
groups and government, the evening celebrated projects that demonstrate excellence in innovation, environmental 
outcomes and meaningful community partnerships. Two projects were recognised for their innovation and 
leadership in the resources sector. 

Save the Children Australia and Woodside have revolutionised partnerships by creating the Woombooriny Amboon 
Angarriiya Partnership Initiative. Translated, it means “all people moving forwards together” in the local Bardi 
and Nyul Nyul languages. This initiative is a place-based, community-led approach to improve the early childhood 
outcomes of Aboriginal children living on the Dampier Peninsula in the Kimberley. The emphasis is on bringing 
key people together and building capacity and strong local leadership in the four Aboriginal communities of 
Ardyaloon, Beagle Bay, Djarindjin and Lombadina. The communities are united through a common agenda, in 
which important decisions are driven by the community rather than by a funder, partner or service provider. It 
recognises that to contribute to changing systems in areas with very complex issues, a community-led, long-term 
approach to funding is required. This is an innovative approach for a corporate organisation and sits alongside 
Woodside’s more traditional portfolio of social investment programs. 

Sandfire Resources received the Golden Gecko Award for Environmental Excellence for its DeGrussa solar 
project, which is recognised as a global pioneer for the adoption of renewable energy in the mining industry. The 
facility comprises 34 080 solar photovoltaic panels and generates approximately 20 per cent of the total power 
requirements of the DeGrussa mine site, making it the largest integrated off-grid solar and battery storage facility 
in Australia. Since commencing operations in 2016, the project has reduced Sandfire’s carbon emissions by more 
than 30 000 tonnes and offset the use of 11 million litres of diesel. The DeGrussa solar project has provided 
a blueprint for the adoption of renewable energy at other mine sites and remote communities around the world. 

I know that many other advancements are made in the resources sector, and I look forward to hearing about the 
innovative steps taken within the sector to deliver improved workplace safety outcomes at the safety awards in 
October. This year, the safety awards for the resources sector have been combined with those for general industry 
and are to be announced during Safe Work October. I again acknowledge and congratulate the winners and all of 
the finalists who make sure Western Australia’s resources industry continues to be world class and at the forefront 
of not just producing minerals and energy, but also delivering innovative environmental outcomes and creating 
meaningful community partnerships. 
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